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This Charity has existed since before 1619 and was formerly known as the Church, Poor and Task Lands.  William Lee, Vicar of Stapleford, who died in 1617, gave his house and land, half for the church and half for “ the godly, honest and diligent poor, but not idlers, drunkards and hedge breakers”.
In 1885 its assets consisted of two cottages, 12/14 Church Street and 15.5 acres of agricultural land off Haverhill Road, allotted to the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor by the Inclosure Award of 1814.   Due to poor return on investment, the cottages were sold in 1985 and the proceeds invested.  The income of the Charity derives from these investments and rent from the agricultural tenancy.
In 1986 the scheme was revised to bring it more up to date and in line with present day needs.  In 2004 The Charity of Lettice Martin, Stapleford War Memorial Convalescent Fund Charity, The Clerk’s Piece Charity combined with the Feoffee Charity. 
Trustees

The Charity is administered by nineTrustees:

· three ex-officio ie the Vicar and Churchwardens

· two nominated by Stapleford Parish Council serving for a period of four years

· four co-opted by the Feoffees serving for a period of five years.

All trustees are eligible for re-appointment.

The Trustees meet from time to time to distribute the income and to confirm any disbursements made in emergencies.

Application of Income

After expenses of management have been defrayed, the income of Charity is distributed as follows:

· 2/5ths to persons resident in the Parish of Stapleford who are in need, hardship or distress by making grants of money or paying for items, services or facilities calculated to reduce these conditions.

· 3/5ths to the Parochial Church Council for the maintenance of the Church and services therein and for furthering the religious and charitable work of the Parish

In recent years, assistance has been given to individuals to meet such things as: 

· help for those undertaking further education 

· the cost of nursery or playgroup places 

· school trips, books etc and 

· aids for the disabled. 

· assistance with trips for undertaking voluntary work 

· helpline telephones for the housebound 
Donations are made at Christmas time to a number of local people.

The terms of the scheme have the following clauses which determine how Trustees can administer the 2/5th income allocation.

· The Trustees are not permitted to apply any part of the funds in relief of rates, taxes or other public funds but may apply income in supplementing relief or assistance provided out of public funds. 

· The Trustees shall not commit themselves to repeat or renew the relief granted to any one cause or person.

· The Trustees may pay for such items, services or facilities by way of donations or subscriptions to institutions or organizations which provide or undertake in return to provide such items.

· In exceptional cases the Trustees, may grant relief to persons who are resident immediately outside the Parish but, in the opinion of the Trustees and with sufficient reason, ought to be regarded as resident.

Applications for a grant from the Charity should be made in writing to the Clerk/Treasurer whose name is listed in the Stapleford Messenger.                                                                 
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